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Legislator’s Title and Name

ADDRESS

CITY, AZ  ZIP CODE

DATE
Dear (Legislator’s Title and Name),

It might surprise some that about half of the Department of Public Safety are civilian employees.  The agency requires civilians to pass some of the same rigorous hiring tests required from police officers. Law enforcement handles sensitive information and performs according to strict trainings.  Integrity is measurable in law enforcement and it is demanded and evaluated by everyone in the justice system. Rightfully, all DPS employees (sworn and civilian) must be accountable to one standard of police services.

Over the years, increased law enforcement related duties have been mandated to DPS and some of those responsibilities have been passed on to our exemplary support staff.  Each specialized employee contributes a significant job to a unit within our multi-faceted department.    From the DNA scientist that provides crucial evidence about a missing child to the investigator that tracks a sex offender, civilians are vital roles in DPS’ elite police network. 

Nationwide, law enforcement has seen record number line of duty deaths, accidents and assaults.  DPS police officers and civilians face the industry’s deadly statistics together. Civilians take precautions to preserve their life and others around them.  It is important that Arizona assists all our DPS first responders, regardless of job class. 

Law enforcement is a profession that should not be generalized with all state agencies. Our state must protect the integrity of our police services.  AHPA does not support the separation of law enforcement personnel.  One merit system council for DPS employees provides one standard of service within a specialized industry.  

Together – We are DPS.

I urge you to consider constitutes, like me, when making decisions about personnel reform.  I ask that you vote “no” on HB 2571 or change the language in order to keep civilians in the same law enforcement merit system council.  
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  My contact information is below.

Sincerely,

Name Here
ADDRESS

PHONE #

EMAIL
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